From Tilsit to Chaumont
for his department were not actually intercepted, Bland Burges or one of the other Hinder-Secretaries, who had now become institutions, contrived to curry favour with the Prime Minister by acquainting him with their contents before the papers had been fully mastered by the Foreign Minister himself. Once Canning was established in Downing Street, inter-official jealousies and suspicions began to be unknown. The Secretary of State's position resembled that of a later Foreign Minister, Palmerston, at the height of his power; he had become not merely the chief of the department and the framer of a policy, but the personification of the popular mood and the national purpose.
Canning's diplomacy proved universally intelligible and had an inspiring influence on every section of the British people. It not only appealed to the deepest sentiments of the race; it was immediately accompanied by visible and practical steps for the succour of a now friendly people struggling to be free. The man who was the life and soul of the administration to which he belonged had, for the relief of Napoleon's latest victims, opened a subscription list which everyone signed. From the beginning of June 1808 to Canning's resignation in 1809, the money subsidies sent by Great Britain amounted to ^3,100,000. The cash was accompanied by every variety of military stores and materials, as well as articles of dress. In addition to the state supplies, purses for the Spanish patriots were started in all centres of business or pleasure throughout the United Kingdom.
Canning, by sheer hard work and tact combined, induced the English representatives of the Spanish
Government, whom he saw almost daily, to use their
215